
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - TUESDAY, 26th JULY 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Communities. Regeneration and Environment Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.

The Committee has met on two occasions thus far in 2016/17 on 15th June and 13th July 
2016. The second of these meetings was chaired by the Vice Chair, Councillor Ann Stott 
and I should extend my thanks to her for stepping in for me.

15th June 2016

Rochdale Safer Communities Partnership - Monitoring - Quarter 4 - 2015/16
The Committee considered a performance report in respect of the Rochdale Safer 
Communities Partnership in respect of the fourth quarter 2015/16 (January – March). In 
considering this report the Committee requested that a future report to the Committee 
include details of the impact of the criminalisation of the substances formerly known as 
‘legal highs’. The Committee also requested that future RSCP quarterly performance 
reports be co-presented by senior officers representing Greater Manchester Police, 
wherever possible.
  
Directorate Plans
The Committee scrutinised a report which presented the positions of the Neighbourhoods 
and Economy Directorates at the end of Quarter Four (31st March 2016), of the activities 
contained in the Economy Directorate Plan 2015/16 and the Neighbourhoods Directorate 
Plan 2015/16, and to present their Directorate Plans 2016/17 to Members of the 
Committee.

Discretionary Crisis Fund 
The Committee scrutinised a report which updated us of activities of the Discretionary 
Crisis Fund’s performance over the second six month period of 2015/16 (October – 
March). It was pleasing to note that the Fund has been operating well in the study period.

Rochdale Development Agency Performance  Monitoring Report
The Committee scrutinised a report that provided us with performance information on the 
activities of the Rochdale Development Agency (RDA) which were undertaken on behalf of 
the Council, for the fourth quarter of 2015/16 (January - March).  In receiving the report we 
were informed that there had been significant progress recently in terms of developing 
Kingsway Business Park. And we received clarification on the governance arrangements of 
the RDA and in doing so confirmed that both the Leader of the Council and the Council’s 
Chief Executive were members of the RDA Board.

Boxing Day Floods
We received a presentation which addressed the relevant corporate issues raised by the 
major flooding incident that affected the Borough on Boxing Day 2015 including remedial 
actions in case such an incident was to happen in the future. The Committee were advised 
that in the event of a major flooding ‘disaster’ at Number One Riverside the Council’s ICT 
service had in place resilient ICT systems with two data centres which were physically 
separated. The Council reassuringly had the capacity to restore some key services such as 
telephones, e-mails and websites within the first hour of a flood and a limited number of 
critical applications within the following few hours. 



Supplementary Planning Document
The Committee scrutinised a report of the regarding guidelines and standards for the 
Council’s Residential Development Supplementary Planning Document, the report having 
previously been considered by the Cabinet where the report’s recommendations were 
approved.

13th July 2016

Link4Life
The Committee scrutinised a report of the Rochdale Boroughwide Cultural Trust which 
provided information relating to the performance of the Trust, trading as Link4Life, during 
the second six month period of 2015/16 (October 2015 – April 2016). The Committee 
welcomed the attendance of the Portfolio Holder, Councillor Emsley, and senior staff from 
Link4Life who spoke to the report. The continued improvement of Link4Life’s performance 
was enthusiastically welcomed and the breadth of services and activities on offer was duly 
noted.

Food and Feed Service Plan 2016-17
The Committee scrutinised a report which presented the Council’s Food and Feed Service 
Plan for 2016/17. It identifies the scope and demands on the service, providing details of 
last year’s performance and details the way the Service proposes to continue to meet the 
Food Standards Agency’s mandatory guidance on inspection frequency. Members 
considered the report in detail and were pleased to note the progress that was being made.

Street Lighting PFI Contract
The Committee scrutinised a report which addressed concerns that had been raised by 
Members, at previous meetings of this Committee and of the former Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee in relation to the performance and monitoring of the Street Lighting PFI project. 
In considering this report Members noted the continued improved performances in this 
regard that I had referred to in a previous report of mine to the Council in January 2016. 
Members noted the revised future reporting arrangements in terms of street lighting 
operations and the council can be assured that we will continue to monitor these 
operations very carefully. 

Work Programme 2016/2017
The Committee considered its Work Programme for 2016/2017 and approved its 
submission to this Council meeting where it is to be considered as a separate agenda item. 
In developing the Work programme it is noted that the ‘core’ functions of the Committee 
are covered and in addition I intend to look in detail at issues surrounding renewable 
energy and a specific task and finish group around this subject should be up and running 
by the time I next report to Council on October where I will update Members further.

The Committee has reaffirmed its wish for more informal meetings including with Members 
of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding the Rochdale Riverside 
initiative, which is a potentially exciting development for the town centre.

We continue to develop a structure of continuous Overview and Scrutiny where the 
meeting acts more for communication and ratification, while scrutiny occurs on an ongoing 
basis throughout the year. A robust schedule of work has been developed and we continue 
to concentrating on relevant high risk areas of the Council’s business. 



Reporting and communication provide ongoing challenges but I do feel that with the 
support of ICT we moving in the right direction, especially in terms of report formatting and 
the presentation of the type of information that Members want to scrutinise.

    

Councillor Neil Butterworth – Chair - Communities, Regeneration and Environment 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


